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Venice Mobility Study Ideas 

Venice has been designated a Bicycle Friendly Community.  The mobility study and 

subsequent implementation provide the opportunity to promote existing bicycle 

friendly attributes and incorporate additional bicycle friendly concepts as part of the 

transportation infrastructure.  These include: 

 Promote existing bicycle trails and bike loops. 

 Create additional bicycle loops. 

 Create a series of walking loops from downtown to various locations. 

 Increase motorist’s awareness of bicyclists and pedestrians. 

 Inform and educate bicyclists and pedestrians of their rights and responsibilities. 

 Incorporate “Bike Boxes” as part of the bicycle transportation network 

 Use sharrows where appropriate.  

 Look into the feasibility of a Bike Borrow program. 

 Trail usage statistics. 

The Mobility Study also provides an opportunity to  consider other transportation 

alternatives such as: 

 Water Transit and Ferries. 

 Pedestrian Mall and one way streets. 

 Additional use of street legal golf carts. 
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Island Bike Loop and Others 

The City of Venice Bike Map designates an 11 mile “Island Loop.”   This loop should be 

marked with signs highlighted with symbols on the streets to make it easy for riders to 

follow.    Additional consensus loops should be designated.  They could be marked with 

various colored arrows.    

A “Downtown Venice” sponsored Kiosk 

should be erected at the Trail Depot to    

promote bicyclists and pedestrians to    

cross-over the waterway and visit        

Downtown Venice.  This should also be 

used to promote the Island Bicycle Loop 

and   others. 
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Promote Venice’s Walkability 

Create a series mile-long walking loops that connect downtown with the beach, the depot, 

the library, the arboretum and other locations.  Use signs to designate the loops and pro-

vide maps showing the routes.  

The routes and maps will serve to promote the fact that downtown Venice is compact 

enough that walking to destinations is a viable alternative.  

The American Volksport Association has created a walking loop for Venice as one of their 

“Year Round Events.”       
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Awareness Campaign 

Bicycle riding can be a danger to pedestrians in a busy sidewalk situation.  

Post signs in the Downtown area stating “No Bicycle Riding on Sidewalk.” 

Take some steps to make motorists more aware of the fact that there are a significant number of 

bicyclists using the roads on the Island of Venice.  Post more “Share the Road” signs.  Place some “3 

Feet Please” signs on roads leading to the island. 
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Bike Box 

Consider the use of the “Bike Box” in locations where a high number of bicyclists are 

using the roads. 
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Sharrows 

There are many places on the Island of Venice where Sharrows would be helpful.  Three of these could be: 

 Tarpon Center Drive from The Esplanade to the Jetty. 

 North Harbor Drive to Bayshore Drive to Laguna Drive. 

 Harbor Drive South from the entrance of South Brohard Beach to Caspersen Beach. 
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Visited your local library lately? You borrow a book free and return it when you’re done – what a concept! But what 
about exploring Fort Collins on a free bicycle? 
Business has been brisk lately at the Fort Collins Bike Library. It is a local non-profit organization where citizens and 
visitors can borrow a bicycle for up to one week. There is no fee to borrow a bike, however, a credit card deposit is 
required. The safety and security of the bike is the borrower’s responsibility. 
Most of the bikes are single speed cruisers, but there are also three-speed and seven-speed styles, youth bikes and 
toddler trailers. The free service is made possible by Bike Fort Collins and the City of Fort Collins 

Create a Bicycle Borrow Program 

Bicycle Borrow locations could be located at “satellite parking areas” to encourage more park and ride      

participation. 

http://www.fcbikelibrary.org/
http://www.bikefortcollins.org/ClubPortal/ClubStatic.cfm?clubID=1895&pubmenuoptID=19595
http://www.fcgov.com/bicycling/


 

 9 

Trail user counts are reported on a monthly basis.  Below is a summary of the January 

2013 report.  More details are available at http://ht5000.jimdo.com.  This serves to 

show the number of bicyclists and pedestrians using the existing trails.   

Legacy Trail/Venetian Waterway User Count 
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Water Based Transportation Alternatives.   

Consider a system of Water Taxi’s 

like they have in Ft. Lauderdale,  

Miami and other locations.  The 

Venice Water Taxi could locations 

up and down the waterway all the 

way to Sarasota. 

Consider localized Bike/Ped ferries.  They 

could connect the North and South Jetties 

and provide a means for bicyclists and   

pedestrians to get back and forth from 

Casey Key and beyond.  A ferry could also 

transport riders and pedestrians from the 

Train Depot to the Island.  
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Downtown Pedestrian Mall on Venice Avenue 

Consider turning the current eastbound land of Venice Ave into a pedestrian mall.  Change the current 

westbound lane into a one way street. 

Consider changing some of the other downtown streets into one way. 

Consider changing the Venice Ave Bridge into a one way street. 

Create additional parking in the empty lot between E Venice Ave and Tampa Ave E. 
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Road Diets 
Consider a road diet for Venice Avenue and Tarpon Center Drive.  Both are 2 lanes each way and with 

a “road diet” a bicycle lane could be added. 
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Street Legal Golf Cart Use 
Promote additional street legal golf cart use by providing specific golf cart parking. 

Allow better access to the Island by reducing the speed limit on the Circus Bridge and the 

Business 41 section between the Circus Bridge and the Venice Regional Medical Center.  The 

speed limit on this section of road is now 45 mph which precludes the use of street legal golf 

carts.  A lowering of the speed limit would allow street legal golf cart access to the Island 

from the South Venice community and from neighborhoods that are accessible to Center 

Road. 


